Provision of long-term mechanical ventilation.
When patients suffer prolonged mechanical ventilation, physicians are faced with a series of decisions beginning in the intensive care unit (ICU) and extending into a broadening spectrum of post-ICU levels of care. This article reviews current thinking and outcome data on when and how to perform the tracheostomy, as well as when and where the patient should be transferred from the ICU for continued weaning efforts or support. Decannulation after success in weaning and continuation of ventilation at home are also addressed.